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This quick guide will help you complete the Grounds for Appeal section of the Appeals 
Document. Note that the following represent only suggestions, based upon meetings and 
discussions with Friends Of Kloofendal Nature Reserve, the local community and interest-
ed and affected parties.

We would encourage you to add your own reasons for appeal in the various sections. 



Section A Appellants Details

Enter your details (you are the appellant) as the person appealing the decision.



Section B Information on the project subject

Note that this information has been included on the NEMA_KloofendalAppealForm.-
docx

As a member of the public/ community, you are an “Interested and/or affected party”.

1. Environmental Authorisation, Reference Number GAUT 002/LD/20-21/E001 

2. Proposed development of a reception and visitors centre and staff quarters at 
Kloofendal Nature Reserve on Erf 769 or portion 530 of the farm 197 IQ, city of Johannes-
burg metropolitan municipality. 

3. The project was authorised.  

4. Authorisation was granted on the 14th December 2020.. Notification of this authorisation 
was received 20th January 2021. 



Section C Submission of an appeal, points 1,2,3,4 and 5

1. If your appeal will be submitted after the 9th February 2021. Then ensure that the NO 
options ticked. 

2. If NO has been ticked, then enter the following into the following:

“At the time of project authorisation, the GDARD offices were closed. The Appeals Admin-
istrator Ms Tsholofelo Mere did not respond to emails, telephone calls regarding obtaining 
the Appeal Document, as per instructions in the Projects Authorisation Document. The 
GDARD website http://www.gdard.gpg.gov.za/ is not functional therefore I could be comply 
with the recommended appeals process as per the document. 

Subsequently, I was unable to get a copy of the Appeals Document at the time of notifica-
tion of the projects approval. The project authorisation notification was emailed to me on 
the 20th January by Kamva. I received a copy of the Appeals document on the 2nd Feb-
ruary which is 13 days after notification.“

3. As at the 4th February 2021 no extension of the appeal deadline has been granted. This 
is because the Appeals Administrator who is responsible for granting the appeal is Ms 
Tsholofelo Mere, does not answer her phone or emails.

4. Leave this tickbox unticked. 

5. If you have not send your reasons for appeal to the applicant of the development, then 
leave this tickbox unticked. 

http://www.gdard.gpg.gov.za/


Section D Grounds for appeal, point 1

1. Contents of the section may include:

• Insufficient/lack of public participation.
• The Kloofendal Nature Reserve is in need of urgent maintenance, yet financial re-

sources are being diverted to a project that is considered unnecessary.



Section D Grounds for appeal, point 2 and 3

2. Yes.

3. There was no public participation regarding development of the proposed project itself. 
A public meeting was held to discuss the project on Thursday 6th February 2020 at 6pm 
held at the Kloofendal Environmental Centre. Representatives of the project from the Ap-
plicant (Johannesburg City Parks and Zoo) were notified and invited to attend the meeting 
in good time. One person arrived on behalf of Johannesburg City Parks and Zoo but was 
not able to answer questions in any detail.



Section D Grounds for appeal, point 4 and 5

4. Unless you have something to add, the answer is No. 

5. Leave blank unless you have something to add.



Section D Grounds for appeal, point 6 and 7

6. If you are registered as an “Interested and Affect Party” during the consultation phase of the 
project, answer YES.

7. If you answer YES, then use the following to formulate your answer.

“After the Draft Basic Assessment Report was sent to interested and affected parties, I submitted 
my grounds for appeal within the mandated period of 12 March 2020 to 26 March 2020.”



Section D Grounds for appeal, point 8 and 9

8. Answer No, unless your appeal is based upon new information, then answer Yes.

9. If you have new information for your objection, please add the details here.



Section D Grounds for appeal, point 10

10. Grounds for appeal as determined by Friends Of Kloofendal Nature Reserve, Interested and 
Affect Parties, and member of the community include:

• Insufficient/ lack of public participation.
• The Kloofendal Nature Reserve is in need of urgent maintenance, yet financial resources are 

being diverted to a project that is considered unnecessary.

Please feel free to add your own grounds of appeal.  



Section D Grounds for appeal, point 11

The details for grounds for appeal as determined by Friends Of Kloofendal Nature Re-
serve, Interested and Affect Parties, and member of the community include:

11.

Insufficient participation caused by minimal communication from the 
Applicant

There was no public participation regarding development of the proposed project itself.  
A public meeting was held to discuss the project on Thursday 6th February 2020 at 6pm 
held at the Kloofendal Environmental Centre. Representatives of the project from the Ap-
plicant (Johannesburg City Parks and Zoo) were notified and invited to attend the meeting 
in good time. One person arrived on behalf of Johannesburg City Parks and Zoo but was 
not able to answer questions in any detail.

NB: The Environmental Authorisation contains no mention of the outcome of public partici-
pation, nor mentions any public objections, nor reasons given for rejecting the public ob-
jections. 

Kloofendal Nature Reserve already has a three bedroom property in which the reserve 
manager lives as well as a cottage, three offices behind the amphitheater and 3 store 
rooms used as dressing rooms by the Expanded Public Works Program. There is an exist-
ing ecological centre with its own kitchen and toilet facilities. The existing infrastructure is 
not being maintained yet Johannesburg City Parks and Zoo feel the need to spend tax-
payers money on more accommodation for Johannesburg City Parks and Zoo staff and a 
welcome centre with a restaurant.

We appeal to GDARD to require the Applicant to show evidence for the need for both the 
Reception/ Visitor’s Centre and Staff Quarters. 

The Kloofendal Nature Reserve is in need of urgent maintenance

The following have been identified as issues that require urgent attention. These issues 
have been brought to the attention of reserve management without any remediation.  The 
Ward Councillor of the area described the proposed buildings as a luxury.



• Security - Safety is a fundamental right for every South African, not only the safety 
of the users of the reserve but also the fauna and flora, natural and man-made as-
sets. The boundary fence is in urgent need of maintenance.  Kloofendal nature re-
serve is used by criminals especially at night to access properties for the intent of 
house breaking and theft, copper wire theft, stray dogs entering the reserve to hunt, 
poaching and illegal collecting of fauna and flora.

• Sewerage system - Sewerage leaks have become a common occurrence in the 
reserve, contaminating the water in the dam and wetland and further downstream. 
This pollution is killing fauna and flora and is a health risk to visitors and water uses 
further downstream. The sewerage pipes are in dire need of proper assessment 
and remediation.

• Invasive vegetation - invasive plants, particularly declared Alien Invasive Plants 
are overtaking our indigenous plants in many parts of the reserve.

• Protection of historical assets - The stamp mills urgently requires a roof.

• Lawn areas - provide a focal point for recreation.  These areas have become de-
graded over time. 

• Infrastructure maintenance - assets in need of maintenance include the dam 
spillway, bridge over the dam wall, boundary fencing (see security), parking. Many 
sections of the paths are badly eroded and need remediation for the users’ safety.



Section D Grounds for appeal, point 12

12. If you have anything to add such as images, please include them with your appeal. 

I would suggest you rather copy any images into the Word Document Appeals Document, 
rather than attaching them as a separate file. 



Once Your Appeal is completed
Your appeal must submitted to the following on or before the 9th February 2021. (See Sec-
tion C, Submission of an appeal, points 1,2,3,4 and 5.

Please email it to:

The Appeals Administrator

Fax No: (011) 240 -3150 or (011) 240-2700
EMail: appeals@gauteng.gov.za

It is important that you CC the Friends Of Kloofendal Nature Reserve Chairman on sspot-
ty@pixie.co.za

Please note that as at 2nd February 2021, the GDARD offices are closed due to 
Covid-19. Ms Mere does not answer her phone or respond to emails. 

mailto:sspotty@pixie.co.za

