
Southern African  
Spider Checklist
Complied by Jonathan Leeming

Spiders are listed by where they are found. This checklist is based upon the 
classifications as proposed by presented by Ansie-Dippenaar-Schoeman, Stefan 
Foord & Charles Haddad. 

Date
Location

Wandering Spiders

Found on the ground in a burrow

 Common name Family Notes

 African Purse-Web Spider Atypidae
 Trapdoor Baboon Spider Barychelidae
 Cork-Lid Trapdoor Spider Ctenizidae
 African Wafer-Lid Trapdoor Spider Cyrtaucheniidae
 Front-Eyed Trapdoor Spider Idopidae
 Burrowing Wolf Spider Lycosidae


Banded-Legged Spider, Tree 
Trapdoor Spider Migidae

 Wishbone Trapdoor Spider Nemesiidae
 Baboon Spider Theraphosidae

Free living spiders found on the ground.

 Common name Family Notes

 Sand Diving Ammoxenid Ammoxenidae
 Assassin Spider Archaeidae
 Orange Lungless Spider Caponidae
 Antlike & Dark Sac Spiders Corinnidae
 Tropical Wolf Spider Ctenidae
 Long-Jawed Ground Spider Gallieniellidae
 Flat-Bellied Ground Spider Gnaphosidae
 Two-Tailed Ground Spider Hersilidae
 Spiny-Legged Sac Spider Liocranidae
 Wolf Spider Lycosidae
 Micro-Mygalomorph Spider Microstigmatidae
 Goblin Spider Oonopiodae
 Six-Eyed Ground Spider Orsolobidae
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Free living spiders found on the ground.

 Common name Family Notes

 Palp-Footed Spider Palpimanidae
 Small Ground Running Spider Philodrimidae
 Fish-Eating Spider Pisauridae
 Pale Ground Spider Prodidomidae
 Jumping Spider Salticidae
 Spitting Spider Scytodidae
 Wall Spider Selenopididae
 Violin Spider Sicariidae
 Six-Eyed Sand Spider Sicariidae
 Ground Crab Spider Thomisidae
 Ground-Living Zodariid Zodariidae

Plant Living Spiders

 Common name Family Notes

 Short-Legged Sac Spiders Clubionidae
 Antlike & Dark Sac Spiders Corinnidae
 Long-Spinnered Bark Spiders Hersilidae
 Pirate Spiders Mimetidae
 Long-Legged Sac Spiders Miturgidae
 Lynx Spiders Oxyopidae
 Small Plant-Running Spiders Philodromidae
 Nursery-Web Spiders Pisuaridae
 Plant Jumping Spiders Salticidae
 Huntsman Spiders Sparassidae
 Plant-Living Crab Spiders Thomisidae
 Scorpion Spiders Trochanteriidae
 Plant-Living Zodariid Spiders Zodariidae

Web Living Spiders

 Common name Family Notes

 Funnel-Web Spiders Agelenidae
 Areneid Orb-Web Spiders Araneidae
 Argiope Garden Orb-Web Spider Araneidae
 Bark or Twig Orb-Web Spider Araneidae
 Neoscona Hairy Field Spiders Araneidae
 Long-Bodied Hairy Field Spider Araneidae
 Two-Spotted Spiders Araneidae
 Tropical Tent-Web Spider Araneidae
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 Common name Family Notes

 Garbage-Line Orb-Web Spider Araneidae
 Box Kite Spiders Araneidae
 Hedgehog Spiders Araneidae
 Scorpion Tailed Spiders Araneidae
 Ladybird Spiders Araneidae
 Stone Nest Spiders Araneidae
 Pajama Spiders Araneidae
 Net-Casting Spiders Deinopidae
 Mesh-Web Spiders Dictynidae
 Funnel-Web Mygalomorph Spiders Dipluridae
 Velvet Spiders Eresidae
 Comb-Tailed Spider Hahniidae
 Sheet-Web Spider Linyphiidae
 Nephilid Ord-Web Spider Nephilidae
 Funnel-Web Wolf Spiders Lycosidae
 Nephilid Orb-Web Spiders Nephilidae
 Dwarf Round-Headed Spiders Oecobiidae
 Daddy-Long Legs Spiders Pholcidae
 Hackled Mesh-Web Spiders Phyxelidae
 Sheet-Web Pisaurid Spiders Pisauridae
 Tube-Web Spiders Segestriidae
 Water Orb-Web Spiders Tetragnathidae
 Comb-Footer Spider Theridiidae
 Hackled Orb-Web Spiders Uloboridae
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Southern African  
Scorpions Checklist
Compiled by Jonathan Leeming

Page references for each genera are given for the 2019 revision of Scorpions of 
Southern Africa. 

Date
Location

Bothruiridae
 Common name Genera Species

 Brandbergia
 Karasbergia

Buthidae
 Common name Genera Species

 Afrolychas
 Afroisometrus
 Lessor Thick-Tailed Scorpion Hottentotta
 Thick-Tailed Scorpion Parabuthus
 Pygmy Thick-Tailed Scorpion Pseudolychas
 Bark Scorpion Uroplectes

Scorpionidae
 Common name Genera Species

 Burrowing Scorpion Opistophthalmus

Homuridae
 Common name Genera Species

 Cheloctonus
 Rock Scorpion Hadogenes
 Creeping Scorpion Opistacanthus
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